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birth; she was the first Queen-Empress, and
to her all her people's love and veneration
still turned. That her dynasty should be
handed on unbroken was the earnest wish of
her faithful subjects. All seemed prosperous,
though there was an early delicacy about this
much-desired heir which caused many a fear
to those who knew him well.
Seventeen months after, the second son was
born on June 3, 1865, and received the names
of " George Frederick Ernest Albert.1' This
was the Prince who, after all, was to occupy
the exalted position of King-Emperor which
was supposed to be the appanage of his
brother, and he has brought to the task
certain qualities which perhaps he might
have missed had he been destined to the
throne from his earliest years.
Though "Prince Eddy" occupied the most
prominent place in the public eye, and was
always invested with the dignity of the
elder son, yet the actual home training of
the two brothers was the same in early life.
There was little difference in their age, and
Prince George's more robust health made him
physically the equal of his brother. Indeed,
a ready wit, a keen eye, a daring mind made
him, in all active pursuits, a leader. They
had a real English training, for their father